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Extract  from  interrogation  of  TOGO,  Shigenori  -  P  Inarch  1946,. 
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3.  You  mentioned  a  few  moments  ago  that  you  had  considerable 
contact  with  HOSHINO  during  the  liaison  conferences  while 
you  were  Foreign  Minister  in  TOJO's  Cabinet,  I  would 
like  you  to  relate  the  conversations  concerning 
HOSHINO' s  actions  in  regard  to  the  situation  prior  to 
the  attack  at  Pearl  Harbor, 

A  I  did  not  have  any  private  conversations  with  HOSHINO 
which  I  recall  at  the  time  of  the  liaison  conferences 
before  the  outbreak  of  war  which  I  recall  of  any  import¬ 
ance,  At  the  liaison  conferences  HOSHINO,  together  with 
KUTO  and  OKA,  served  as  secretary  and  explained  the 
various  plans  and  proposals  submitted  therei  He 
participated  in  the  debates  in  the  conferences  and, 
generally  sneaking,  I  can  say  that  HOSHINO  took  a  strong 
stand;  but  I  have  not  had  any  occasion  to  talk  with  him 
privately  at  these  conferences.  At  least  at  the  present 
moment  I  cannot  recall  of  any  conversations  I  might  have 
had  with  him. 

Q,  ><fay  I  ask  what  you  mean  by  "strong  stand." 

A.  He  did  not  desire  the  relaxation  of  the  Tananese  conditions 
regarding  the  talks  with  the  United  States,  He  did  not 
approve  of  Japan's  takine  a  mild  attitude  toward  the 
China  problem. 


In  his  debates  prior  to  November  26  did  HOSHINO  indicate 
that  negotiations  and  relations  with  the  United  States 
should  be  terminated. 

I  recall  his  saying  that  the  taoanese-Amerlcan  talks  will 
not  reach  a  successful  culmination. 
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Q.  From  what  I  understand,  he  exerted  considerable  influence 
in  his  statements  at  these  liaison  conferences. 
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A.  Of  course,  at  the  liaison  conferences  HOSHINO,  as 
secretary,  along  wi’h  IIUTO  and  0K\,  made  various 
explanations  and  even  participated  in  the  deliberate ons* 
It  is  very  difficult  to  make  any  distinctions  among 
these  three  secretaries  as  regards  their  status  at  the 
conferences  or  their  influence  over  the  conform ces. 
However,  being  a  Chief  Secretary  cf  the  Cabinet,  he  «as 
In  very  intimate  contact  with  TOJO,  and.  therefore,  had 
a  very  good  understanding  of  "hat  TOJO  thought  and  what 
his  ideta  were,  So  it  ean  be  said  that  HOSHINO  in  raking 
statements  expressed  TOJO' s  views  on  occasion,  and,  I 
presume,  that  there  were  times  when  HOSHINO  influenced 
*  TOJO. 
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